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The Neuerending Story

tiny white flag, which glittered behind it. That meant ir was

either a messenger or a fl.ag-of-truce bearer.

You'd think it would have bumped into a rree, leaping

like that in the darkness, but there was no danger of that,
for will-o'-the-wisps are incredibly nimble and can change

directions in the middle of a leap, That explains the

zigzagging, but in a general sort of way it moved in a

definite direction.

Up to the moment when it came to a jutting crag and

started back in a fright. Whimpering like a puppy, it sat

down on the fork of a tree and pondered awhile before

venturing out and cautiously looking around the crag.

Up ahead it saw a clearing in the woods, and there in the

light of a campfire sat three figures of different sizes and

shapes. A giant, who looked as if the whole of him were

made of gray stone, lay stretched out on his belly. He was

almost ten feet long. Propped up on ore elbow, he was

looking into the fire. In his weather-beaten stone face,

which seemed strangely small in comparison with his

powerful shoulders, his teeth stood out like a row of steel

chisels. The will-o'-the-wisp recognized him as belonging
to the family of rock chewers" These were creatures who
lived in a mountain range inconceivably far from Howling
Forest - but they not only lived in the mountain range, they
also lived on it, for little by little they were eating it up.
Rocks were their only food. Luckily a little went a long
way. They could live for weeks and months on a single bite

of this - for them - extremely nutritious fare. There weren't
very many rock chewers, and besides it was a large
mountain range. But since these giants had been there a

F'tttt tt st i c a i n .D ril g e t

long time - they lived to a greater age than mos:

inhabitants of F'antastica - those mtluntain: h'l'i '
over the years! to iook very strange - Iike al.l en(r:

Swiss cheese, full of holes and grottoes' And th:t :'

they were knorvn as the Cheesie-rn"'heezies'

But the rock chewers not only fed on stolle' thei

everything they needed out of it: furrliture' hat'' 
'

tools, even cr'lcktlo clocks. So it was not surprising ::

vehicle of this particlllar giant, which \\Ias no\\. '
against a tree Lrehlnd him, was a sort of bicvc;e

entirely of this material, rvith tlvtl rn'heels that look'

enormoLls millstor-res. On the whole' it stlgE-'

steamroller r,l'ith Pedals'

The second figure' u'ho was sitting to the rrgh:

first, was a little night-hob' No more than twice t\<

the will-o'-the-wisp, he looked like a pitch-Lr1ac'i'

caterpillar sitting up. I{e had little pink irands' ri i::''

he gestured violently as lre spoke, and belou hL' :

black hair nvo big round eyes glowed like moon' ::

was presumablY his face'

Since there were night-h<-rbs of all shapes anc '
every part of Fantastica, it was hard to tell bv the '
him whether this one had corne from far or nctr' i

could guess that he was traveling, because the usii'r.

of the night-hobs. a large bat' u'rapped in its u-ins

closed r-rmbrella, was hanging head-dowtr from :

branch.

It took the rvill-o'-thc-u'isp sonlL' time to dis'''

third person on the left side of the fire, for he u-a' '
rrs to be scarcely dlscernible from that distance' I
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The Neuerending Story

one of the tinies, a delicately built little fellow in a bright-
colored suit and a top hat.

The will-o'-the-wisp knew next to nothing about tinies.

But it had once heard that these people built whole cities in
the branches of trees and that the houses were connected

by stairways, rope ladders, and ramps. But the tinies lived
in an entirely different part of the boundless Fantastican

Empire, even farther away than the rock chewers. \fhich
made it all the more amazing that the mount which had

evidently carried the tiny all this way was, of all things, a

snail. Its pink shell was surmounted by a gleaming silver
saddle, and its bridle, as well as the reins fastened to its
feelers, glittered like silver threads.

The will-o'-the-wisp couldn't get over it that three such

different creatures should be sitting there so peacefully, for
harmony between different species was by no means the
rule in Fantastica. Battles and wars were frequent, and

certain of the species had been known to feud for hundreds

of years. Moreover, not all the inhabitants of Fantastica

were good and honorable, there were also thieving, wicked,
and cruel ones. The will-o'-the-wisp itself belonged to a

family that was trardly reputed for truthfulness or reliability.
After observing the scene in the firelight for some time,

the will-o'-the-wisp noticed that each of the three had

something white, either a flag or a white scarf worn across

his chest. Which meant that they were messengers or flag-

of-truce bearers, and that of course accounted for the
peaceful atmosphere.

Could they be traveling on the same business as the
will-o'-the-wisp?

F'r t tt't st t c't i rt .D'trt ge i

\\'hat they were saying couldn't be heard from a J:''

.e .allse of the howling wind in the treetops' Brrt siri'
:e spected one auother as messengers' mighrr';

:cognize the will-o'-the-wisp in the sarne cap'1':: '

::irain frorr harming it? It had to ask sonre'rne ::-.

'rd there seemed 
":.l.. ,';:I':T[JJ i,".t]:.:, -

- it ventured out of its hiding Pl:;
- midair, waving its r'vhite flag'

The rocl< chelver, whose face was turned in that citr-

,. ls first to rotice the will-o'-the-wisp'
'Lots of traffic around here torright,' he crackle o

-i)n-tes another one.'
'Hoo, it's a will-o'-the--uvisp,' whispered the njs:

rrci his rrtoon eye s glowed.'Pleased to meet voul'

The tiny stood up, ttlok a few'steps toward the neu '

.rrd chirped: 'If my eyes don't deceive me' )'ou are i:c

::e ssenger"
'Yes indeed,' said the wili-o'-the-wisp'

The tinl' removed his red top hat, made a sliSl''

:ld trnittered: 'Oh, do join us' W'e, too, are me ss'

'Ji on't vou be seated?'

-\nd with his hat he motioned toward an empt\ I
:re fi.re.

'\"trrny thanks,' said the wi[l-o'-the-lvisp' '
,:midly closer.'A1low me to introduce myself' \1r :

Blubb.'
'Delighted,' said the tiny''Nline is Gluckuk''

The night-hob bowed r'vithout getting up''NIv r-

\ ooshvazool.'
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'Ancl mine,' the rock chewer crackled,'is Pyornkrachzark.'
A11 three looked at the w'ill-o'-the-wisp, rvho rvas

rvriggling with enbarrassment. Will-o'-the-rvisps find it
most unpleasant to be looked full in the face.

'Won't you sit dowrr, dear Blubbi' said tlre tiny.
'fb tell the truth,' said the will-o'-the-wisp, 'I'm in a

terrible hurry'. I only wanted to trsk if by anl,chance you

knew the walr 1e the lvory Tower.'

'Hoo,' said the night-hob.'Could yor.r be going to see the

Childlike Empress?'

'Exactly,' said the will-o'-the-wisp.'I have an important
message for her.'

'Wh:rt does it say?' the rock cherver crackled.
'But you see,' saicl the will-o'-the-u,isp, shifting its weight

from foot to foot,'it's a secret message.'

'Al1 three of us - hoo - have the same r-nission as you,'

replied V;crshvazool, the night-hob" 'That makes us

partners.'
'1!laybe we even have the srln-re message,' said Gluckuk,

the tiny.
'Sit down and tell trs.' Pyornkrachzark crackled.
'Ihe r,vill-o'-the-wisp sat down in the empty place.

'My lrome,' it began after a moment's hesitation,'is a

long rvay fr:om here. I don't knolv if any of those present

hirs heard of it. It's called Moldymoor.'
'Hoo !' cried the night-hob delightedly'.'A lovelv country!'
The will-o'-tl're-wisp smi led faintly.
'Yes, isn't it?'
'Is th:rt all you have to say, Blubb?' Pl,ornl<rachzark

cracklecl. 'What is the purpc)Se of 1,eu1 1r1r:'

f tlttt't s t i ('t :' : D't tt :J'e ;

'sornething hirs happened in \toldr'lrloor' s:rd t::r

-:ire-ri-isp hirltinglt','something inlpossil"le to lr.d-::-

-.,rual1r', it's still happening' lt's hard to descrihe - rr.

: reqan \\ras - u'e[l, in the east of trur collntr\. It;]

.-L'- that is, there Lt'tds a lake - Lake Foaming'brr::

- . Le.l it. \\iell, the way it began u'as like this' One J:"

. 'iminqbroth r'vasn't there anvtnore - it u'as gone' :'
'\or.t mean it dried up?' Gluckuk inquired'

'\o.' said the will-o'-the-rn'isp' 'Then there'd

-:red-up lake. But there isn't' lWhere the lake useci

.. jre s nothing - absolutely nothing' Nor''u' do voll s'-

'\ hole?'the rock chewer grunted'

'\o. not a hole" said the wil[-o'-the-rvisp despa':

-. hole. after ali, is something' This is nothrng :rt a'i''

Tire three other messengers exchanged giances'

'\\rhat - hoo - does this nothing look like?' as^:

" rht-hob.
'That's iust what's so hard to describe" said the .'i

-c-n'isp unhappily.'lt doesn't look lilce anything' I:

-e - oir, there's no word for it"
'\f avbe,' the tiny suggested,'when you look at ri'

: . as if voLl were blind''

The will-o'-the-wisp sti'rred openmottthed'

'Fractlv!' it criecl' 'But rn'here - I mean hou - I

'-,.\ e vou lrad the san're . ' '?'
'\ri'ait rr minute,' the rock che'uver g12ckl3fl''\\as

:trs .Jne place?'
'At first, yes,' the u'il1-o'-the-wisp explained''Th:r:

: .rce got bigger little by little' And then all of a

. rggil the father of the frogs' who lived ir

z4
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The Neuerending Story

Foamingbroth with his family, was gone too. Some of
the inhabitants started running away. But little by little
the same thing happened to other parts of Moldymoor.
It usually started with just a little chunk, no bigger than
a partridge egg. But then these chunks got bigger and

bigger. If somebody put his foot into one of them by
mistake, the foot - or hand - or whatever else he put in -
would be gone too. It didn't hurt - it was just that a part of
whoever it was would be missing. Some would even fall in
on purpose if they got too close to the Nothing. It has an

irresistible attraction - the bigger the place, the stronger
the pull. None of us could imagine what this terrible thing
might be, what caused it, and what we could do about it.
And seeing that it didn't go away by itself but kept
spreading, we finaily decided to send a messenger to the
Childlike Empress to ask her for advice and help.'Well, I'm
the messenger.'

The three others gazed silently into space.

After a while, the night-hob sighed: 'Hoo! It's the same

where I come from. And I'm traveling on the exact same

errand - hoo hoo!'
The tiny turned to the will-o'-the-wisp. 'Each one of

us,' he chirped, 'comes from a different province of
Fantastica. !7e've met here entirely by chance. But each one

of us is going to the Childlike Empress with the same

rnessage.'

'And the message,' grated the rock chewer, 'is that all
Fantastica is in danger.'

The will-o'-the-wisp cast a terrified look at each one in
turn.

f'tlii'l-<r;''l :r L) -;t: ?tr

I: rhat's the case.' it cried, jumping up"\\3 l;":
- l',r'l-lt tO lose.'

'''i1 ; rvere just going to statt)' saicl the tinr.' '\\c

- ::e d to rest becar-rse it's so ar'r'fully dark nttt 1n |-ioir

' -'it. But nolv that you've joined us' Blubb' vou c:r .

- : '\ .i\'.
'1n-rpossible,' said the will-o'-the-wisp''Would vou \

-- :o u'ait for someone who rides a snail? Sorn-"

'B-rr it's a racing snail,'said the tiny' someuhlt n r:

't)theru'ise - horl hoo -'the night-hob sighed"u'e ri

-: i otl u'hich way to go''
'\-ho are You PeoPle talking to?' the

.',r'Ld sure enough, the will-o'-the-w

-:' itther messengers' last words' for

'- - ,Llgh the forest in long leaPs'

t)h u'ell,' said the tiny, pushing his top I'rat or:'

- :. oi his hea<l,'maybe it wouldn't have been such ;

-:-:- Io foliow a will-o'-the-wisP''
'Totellthetruth,'saidthenight-hob"Ipreiertl-':
:iJI\ own. Because I, for one, fl,v''

u ith a quick'hoo hoo' he ordered his bat to make

- J tt'hish!ArvaY he flew'

The rock chewer put out the campfire with the p:

- . hand.
'I. too, prefer to go by myself" he crackled :

--::^ness. 'Then I clon't need to worry about squ;

- ::le \\'ee creature''

R.attling and grinding, he rode his stone bic'vcle st

-:. the woods, nou'and then thudding into a tree

' .'i lr-the clatter receded in the distance'
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